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Introduction
The okapi, which is also known as the forest giraffe, is a cud-chewing mammal identified with the giraffe in the family Giraffidae (Ishengoma et al., 2017). Okapi was known to occupy the densely populated rain forest in East Africa some million years ago and are known to live in Ituri Rainforest in the democratic republic of Congo today. They remained undiscovered until 1900 when scientists from western came. The research paper focuses on the evolution of okapi, the taxonomy, how okapi relates to the ecology, threat to survival, and conservation efforts.
Evolution of Okapi
Scientists have argued that the okapi shares a common ancestry with the giraffe due to their long-necked body. The common ancestor of giraffe and okapi, known as canthumeryx, is estimated to have lived about sixteen million years ago (Ishengoma et al., 2017). The ancestor canthumeryx in the family tree is divided into two sides one of giraffe and on the other side the precursors to the okapi. The original ancestor, the okapi, appeared like a crossbreed between deer and zebra; however, it is more of a giraffe living relative. Also, the okapi has zebra stripped back legs. Researchers point out that there are notable differences in reproductive organs and other body parts that make them not fit in the giraffe family. However, they have a close relative to the nilgai antelope. The neck length of the okapi neck after evolution continued to be shorter and that of giraffe lengthened over time, and this is attributed to their existence in a different branch of the family tree (Ishengoma et al., 2017).
 Ituri Rainforest, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, is the native place where the okapi lived. They lived in this place in the wild because their thick and oily fur helped them stay dry in the rain. Besides, the scent glands on the bottom of their hooves helped them mark their territory. Notably, they are solitary and territorial in that they mark their territory by spreading sticky tar like marking to alert others of their area. Interestingly the males mark their territory with urine. Okapi does not live in groups, and on rare occasions, they join together and eat as groups and use this to groom each other as they play. A transitional fossil reveals how one type of animal evolved from one another, and mostly fossil giraffes seem to show how giraffes got their neck from short-necked ancestors like the okapi. Researchers have analyzed the neck bones of S.major fossil that was found to have shapes and the angles between the bones were intermediate between the okapi neck and the giraffe neck(Ramsauer et al., 2018).
Taxonomy of Okapi
Okapis were unknown until 1901 when Sir Harry discovered them, and they were given the species name in honor of Johnston. The scientific name of the okapi is Okapia johnstoni (Ramsauer et al., 2018). Other scientific names include Okapia liebrecht, which originated from Forsyth Major after the conclusion, the skull and skin specimen were of different species; however, this observation was later wrong. The okapi belongs to the kingdom Animalia, phylum Chordata, class Mammalia, order Artiodactyl, family Giraffidae, genus Okapia, and species O. Johnston (Ishengoma et al., 2017).
Okapi and its Ecology
Okapis are prey, and they attract predators, especially their calf. The leopard is the chief predator of the okapi. However, the female okapi is very protective of their young ones and will use their hooves to beat the ground to ward off potential predators. Okapi is herbivores, and they live in the densely populated rainforest with dense fauna. The okapi relates to the ecology well due to their brown and white stripes on their rump, allowing them to have streak sunlight originating through the trees. This unusual appearance helps them blend with the jungle environment and elude predators since they are hunted for the skin. Since they are herbivores, their diet is vegetative, and it includes leaves, twigs, fruits buds, and any other vegetation. They have four stomachs that help them digest tough plant, and they consume up to 45 and 60 pounds of food daily. Also, they have long dark tongues that enable them to strip leaves from branches. Okapi also feeds on riverbed clay to supplement their body with mineral and salt. The okapis are not overpopulated, and even today, they stay in the Ituri rainforest, which was their original habitat, and it a home of more than five thousand okapis(Ishengoma et al., 2017).
Okapi Survival
Okapi is endangered or threatened today with extinction because of the increased poaching and predation activities, especially from leopards. It is estimated that okapis have been reduced by half over the past two decades, and it is not clear how many of them remain in the forest (Troxell-Smith et al., 2017).Despite the threat posed by leopard predation, human beings hunting okapi for meat and skin present a great threat to okapi's survival. Increased deforestation activities have destroyed okapi's habitat, and the various civil unrest in DRC makes it challenging to enforce wildlife protection. Generally, these factors are a threat to the survival and Conservation of okapi.
Okapi Conservation
There is a conservation measure that was established known as the Okapi Conservation project that supports the okapi wildlife Reserve in the Ituri forest. Together with the Institute in Congo for the Conservation of nature, the project provides rangers with resources to keep okapis safe from poachers and monitor agricultural activities in close habitats of okapi wildlife. The organization work with local communities by offering them alternative sources of protein and reduce the illegal activities of poaching. Illegal logging in the okapi habitat has been shut to preserve and conserve their habitat (Troxell-Smith et al., 2017).
Conclusion
 In conclusion, the okapi is the only giraffe relative living creature, and they currently inhabit the Ituri rainforest in DRC. The original ancestor, the okapi appeared like a crossbreed between deer and zebra; however, it is more of a giraffe living relative. They blend well with the surroundings and the food on vegetative. They attract predators, and that is why they are endangered. Human activities have also threatened them, and that is why various organizations have chipped in to protect their existence.
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